Protocol for the use of light upon extension real-time PCR for the determination of viral load in HBV infection.
Real-time PCR has engendered wide acceptance for quantitation of hepatitis B virus (HBV) DNA in the blood due to its improved rapidity, sensitivity, reproducibility, and reduced contamination. Here we describe a cost-effective and highly sensitive HBV real-time quantitative assay based on the light upon extension real-time PCR platform and a simple and reliable HBV DNA preparation method using silica-coated magnetic beads.